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Participation Guide 
The Right to Food in Canada:  

A conversation with the Special Rapporteur 
 

______________ 
 

Please note that all participants need to reserve a line by signing up on our website.  
DO NOT FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT  

OR WE SHALL NOT HAVE ENOUGH LINES FOR EVERYONE. 
_______________ 

 
Thank you for hosting an event to bring the United Nations (UN) to your community on 
March 4!  By holding an event, you are playing an important role in Food Secure 
Canada’s work by: 
 
• Learning more about the right to food in Canada;  
• Letting the government know that people care about the UN report and the right to 

food; and  
• Mobilizing locally around the right to food and food justice and building our national 

movement. 
 
IMPORTANT - Please attend a meeting on Tuesday February 26th at 2 pm EST 
(please adjust for your time zone) in English (1 pm EST in French) to test the 
technology, discuss how the event will roll out and how we hope to capture the media’s 
attention.   Follow the instructions below under ‘Technology’ to connect to the meeting. 
 
Context 
As you know, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food came to Canada in May 
2012. We were all disappointed in the government’s response 
(http://foodsecurecanada.org/sites/foodsecurecanada.org/files/CanadasPoliticiansandth
eRighttoFoodreport.pdf) to his preliminary report last year.  At Food Secure Canada, we 
believe that Mr De Schutter’s report 
(http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session22/AHRC2250
Add.1_English.PDF) echoes the voices and analysis of our members regarding hunger, 
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health, aboriginal rights, and food systems (both land and water-based) issues.  In 
particular, Mr De Schutter has called for the development of a national right to food 
strategy, which aligns well with the People’s Food Policy 
(http://foodsecurecanada.org/policy/resetting-table-peoples-food-policy-canada). 
  
Mr De Schutter will be presenting his report to the UN Council on Human Rights in 
Geneva on March 4, just before he joins us for an interactive webinar.  UN discussions 
are important, but often far away and inaccessible to the people who need to hear them 
most. Food Secure Canada is providing a platform for Mr De Schutter to share his 
conclusions and for Canadians whose right to food is not being respected to dialogue 
directly with the UN.  This is a chance to show that we are not alone in thinking that 
Canada’s food system is unjust, unhealthy and unsustainable. This is an opportunity to 
underline that Canada has a legal obligation to respect the right to food and to 
showcase some of the innovative solutions that are being deployed right across the 
country.  
 
We hope you will be able to use this event to reach your local media, your community 
partners, your government officials, and to highlight the important work that is going on 
in your communities to build healthy, just, and sustainable food systems. Your work is 
part of a vibrant and necessary national and international movement. 
 
Outline of the event 
Community events are being organized right across the country on March 4 in English 
and on March 5 in French.   Each one will be a little different, but here are the critical 
details you need to successfully participate:  
 
March 4, 2013 (In English; March 5 in French) 
Ø 11:30-11:45 am EST - Connect by the internet to Big Blue Button webinar platform 

(see below) - if you are having trouble call us at 514-271-7352 (we will not take calls 
after 12:00 pm EST)  

Ø 12:00 pm EST - Introductory comments from Diana Bronson - Executive Director of 
Food Secure Canada 

Ø 12:05 pm EST – Mr De Schutter presents his report on Canada, as well as offering 
a few comments on his report on women and food 
(http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session22/AHRC2
250_English.PDF)  

Ø 12:25 pm EST - Open the line for questions (see below) 

Ø 1:00-1:15 pm EST - National webinar finishes - community conversation begins  
We recommend that you take some time at the end of the event to have a 
conversation with those who participated in your community (not more 
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presentations). The questions below can be used to start that conversation, if 
needed:   
● What does the right to food mean in your community/work?   
● What do you think of this report? 

● What actions can we collectively take to advance the right to food in 
Canada? 

Ø End of event - it is up to you when you choose to finish your event. 
 
Outreach 
We encourage you to invite a diversity of actors to the table.  This is an opportunity to 
expand your networks beyond your usual suspects.  We suggest you send your 
outreach to: 

·    Government including elected officials (MPs, MPPs, councilors, band councils, 
etc.) and civil servants 

·    Educational institutions (school boards, schools, universities and colleges) 
·    Media (see below) 
·    Local food businesses (big and small) 

 
Feel free to cut and paste any information from our website 
(http://foodsecurecanada.org/right-food-canada)  including pictures.  FSC will be providing a 
list of public events throughout Canada to the national media. 
 
Get the message in the media 
FSC will be doing a lot of media work around this event but we hope you will help us get 
the word out to your local media, and adapt our national messages to your community.  
We encourage you to use the press release below, adapt it to your context and circulate 
it to your media contacts on February 28th.  Don’t forget to add your contact information!  
 
Likewise, we would like to share and amplify some of your stories nationally, for 
example, through social media.  Please include us in your outreach efforts and story 
sharing.  Send your press releases and news coverage to 
communications@foodsecurecanada.org.   
 
Our Key Messages nationally, which we ask you to repeat and adapt locally, are: 

1. We need a national food policy 
a. Mr De Schutter calls it a “right to food strategy”; Food Secure Canada 

calls it the People’s Food Policy.  Either way we need a coordinated effort 
to fix our broken food system.  All actors must be at the table. 

2. Put food in the budget 
a. You would never do your family budget without food – so why do we allow 

our country to adopt a budget that does not have food in it? 



RTF Participant Guide   March 2013     4 

b. We expect the federal budget around mid-March and we expect to see 
some action on food issues – especially a national student nutrition 
program, an increase in the budget of Nutrition North Canada, support for 
farmers.  There is more information on FSC’s work on the federal budget 
http://foodsecurecanada.org/2013-federal-budget-advocacy   

3. Food is a human right 
a. Our government has a legal obligation to respect the right to food of all 

Canadians.  
b. Food insecurity in a country as rich as Canada is unacceptable and 

shameful.  We are tired of the injustice in this country between North and 
South, between indigenous and non-indigenous people, between haves 
and have-nots.  No one should be hungry. 

 
Make a lasting impact - Contact your Member of Parliament 
As part of creating accountability for the report from the Special Rapporteur, we are 
asking everyone who attends the events on March 4 or 5 to let their MP know that we 
want the federal government to take action and initiate a process to develop a 
food policy for Canada.  We expect to see things moving in Ottawa in the next couple 
weeks, and we have therefore launched “Food in the House Watch” on our website, 
where all Parliamentary interventions shall be tracked!    
 
Please help people to contact their MP by having the following information available and 
on display (on the wall on a big piece of paper, on small handouts, etc.): 

● Local MPs’ email addresses, phone numbers, twitter address and snail mail 
address. This information can be found here 
(http://www.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/MemberByPos
talCode.aspx?Menu=HOC)  

 
Please ask people to TAKE ACTION BEFORE THEY LEAVE THE EVENT or as soon 
as they get back home / to work.  If you work with social media, we encourage you to 
put our materials on facebooks, twitter accounts.   Follow FSC and retweet or repost our 
messages. Encourage tweeters to tweet the event - #Right2FoodCAN 
 
Technology - Big Blue Button 
Thanks to CFICE at Carleton University, we are able to offer this webinar through 
simple technology called Big Blue Button, which you can access through your web 
browser (Safari, Firefox, Explorer etc.).  Please follow the instructions below.  We will be 
trouble-shooting and testing the technology together on February 26th at 2pm EST.   
 
	    



RTF Participant Guide   March 2013     5 

Set up: 
You need a computer and an internet connection that is relatively fast.  You can test 
your connection here http://speedtest.net/ to see if your download speed is > 2 Mbps 
and upload is > 0.5 Mbps, the recommended minimum speed.  
 
Unless you are a very small group, you will also need: 

● a projector that works with your computer 
● a screen (or a white wall to project onto) 
● a sound system that you can hook up to your computer (small portable computer 

speakers may work fine for a small group) 
 
We strongly recommend that you take 3 minutes to watch this video 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=U8P9RJDk42M)  to 
orient you to Big Blue Button. In order to both see and hear the webinar, you need to 
follow the two sets of joining instructions immediately below.   
 
Joining Instructions to see the webinar: 
Go to:        http://edc.bigbluebutton.org/edc/ 
Enter your name:  Please enter your organization’s name, city / town, Province /  

Territory (ex: Food Secure Canada, Montreal, Quebec) 
Room:        Select – “CFICE Recordable Session” 
Password:      student 
 
Joining Instructions to hear the webinar: 
Option 1 (Web):  

• Connect your computer to a sound system and click the headset icon in the 
upper-left of your screen 

Option 2 (Telephone):   
• Dial 613-366-1985 (Ottawa area)  or toll free:1-866-964-7085 and enter 

conference  
• ID: 87269.   
• If you have a large group, you will need to think about a sound system that can 

amplify the sound from your phone. 
 
Once you are connected... 
When you enter the webinar space, please introduce yourself using the chat field on the 
bottom right of your screen. 
During the presentation only the presenters’ lines will be open - your line and others will 
be muted.  This helps to maintain the quality of the sound.   Please feel free to ask 
questions, make comments, or share your experiences using the chat field at any point 
during the presentation. 
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Please help Food Secure Canada GROW! 
 
This is also an opportunity for us to build our network and our profile.  We ask that you 
have a laptop or computer available for people as they walk in the door to sign up to 
our newsletter using the form on our website front page. If this is not possible, please 
circulate a sign up sheet asking for names, location and email address AND SEND TO 
US AFTER THE EVENT! 
 
PLEASE take pictures of the event and share them with us! 
  
Please collect the following information while at the event and submit it to FSC after the 
event: 

• How many people attended your event? 
• Did media attend your event?  

o If yes, how many interviews did you do? 
• How many stories appeared in your local / regional media? (please send us 

clippings or link to online stories) 
• Please share your thoughts about the event – what did you appreciate?  What 

could have been improved? 
  

Thank you for sending the answers to Nydia at 
communications@foodsecurecanada.org with ‘RTF event’ in the subject line. 
 
We are excited to be hosting this important event with you - if you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to contact us by email: info@foodsecurecanada.org or phone: 514-
271-7352.  
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Model Press Release 
 
CHOOSE A TITLE FOR YOUR PRESS RELEASE (ex: UN report highlights delivered to 
hundreds of Canadians today) 
 
For immediate release 
 
YOUR TOWN,  DATE – On March 4, NAME OF ORGANIZATION will join hundreds of 
other Canadians under the umbrella of Food Secure Canada to express concern about 
the right to food in Canada.  In an interactive national webinar Olivier De Schutter, UN 
Special Rapporteur on the right to food, will present the results of his mission to Canada 
(May 2012) to people gathered in different communities across the country.  He will 
present his report to the UN Council on Human Rights in Geneva earlier in the day. 
 
In TOWN, people will be gathering at PLACE, ADRRESS TIME.  This event is open to 
the media and journalists are invited to attend and interview participants about what the 
right to food means to them as well as to hear the Special Rapporteur. 
 
Quote from your community or organization: one or two people, on why this is important 
to them and reinforcing the key messages above.    
 
Canada is a signatory to the United Nations Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and therefore has a legal obligation to respect the right to food. “Yet we have 
millions of people in Canada for whom this basic right is not respected, and we have an 
unhealthy and unsustainable food system,” said Diana Bronson, Executive Director of 
Food Secure Canada, who organized the nation-wide interaction.   “We need a national 
food policy, where all actors are at the table, including the hundreds of civil society 
organizations across this country who are already implementing innovative solutions to 
hunger, health and sustainable agriculture and fisheries at the community level.” 
 
 
For more information:  PUT YOUR CONTACT DETAILS HERE 
 
Diana Bronson, Executive Director of Food Secure Canada: 
director@foodsecurecanada.org or (514) 629-9236 
 
Journalists wishing to interview Olivier De Schutter are encouraged to contact his office 
directly:  Yoonie Kim: Yoonie Kim <YKim@ohchr.org> 
 
 
 


