
	  
 
These notes were taken by volunteers and are not for citation.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
Session Title: Protecting and Revaluing Foodlands 
Session Date: November 15, 2014 
Session Time: 10:45 – 12:30 pm  
 
Key Messages from presenters: 
 
Agrarianism led to colonialism, which led to the imposition of cultural hierarchy.  
The Indigenous movement for food sovereignty is often overlapping with other food related 
movements. Hunting, fishing and gathering are the most sustainable human food strategies. 
Regenerative food systems that go beyond the term ‘sustainability’. 
 
Government laws and policies that were established, the civilization act, the Indian act, etc, 
were all oppressive policies that repressed Indigenous communities. There have been some 
more recent laws and policies changed, but there has been little action on these changes. 
The legal doctrine of land ownership is fragmented and eroded the indigenous food system. 
 
Land Grabs and ‘Gravel’ Grabs, in Canada and Globally. 
Brant County is part of a global land grab. 
Land is being bought up by large landowners. Farmers cannot compete with developers for 
land. Losing farmland to sprawl and gravel operations. Aggregate trumps farmland.  
 
Brandford is also putting pressure on the greenbelt and the price of farmland. The town 
should grow up not grow out to prevent the sprawl of infrastructure: roads/water/sewer, 
results in farmland losses due to easier development as the infrastructure spreads.  
Thousands of acres have been bought up by Walton around southern Ontario. 
Title searches are expensive and difficult, but must be done parcel by parcel to find out who 
owns what.  
 
The developers drive the price up. They also do not take care of the land while the 
landowners are waiting for development. This is causing problems between long-term 
neighbours as some landowners want to sell to developers for lots of money.  
 
Many meetings are in camera, and there is little notice of public meetings, which makes 
investigation more difficult. Developers have deep pockets and lots of connections. 
We can learn from other best practices. Such as in the US: One Farm at a Time, and Equity 
Trust. 
 
You can put into the farmland deed that it is conservation use for example which then restricts 
any land use to organic food production. 
 
 



 
Agricultural Land Reserves (ALR) in BC: Shifting the Conversation 
Agricultural land in BC was being developed, so an agricultural zone was established to 
restrict activity to farming. The crown can put restrictions on a zone and impose the rules onto 
people, in 1972-1973. The land was chosen by biophysical characteristics, such as soil type.  
The administration of the dedicated agricultural zone is done by the Agricultural Land 
Commission which has judicial powers. This enables the ALC to veto legal decisions that 
have been won by developers that would threaten the protected farmland.  
 
May 2014: Changes have been made that allow developers to have more influence on these 
decisions. Some rules that require adding land to the reserve as land is developed have been 
weakened.  
Many of the pressure for land changes are correlated with oil and gas activity.  
Facebook/twitter campaigns have been successful in getting politicians attention to these 
issues.  
Top issue from public opinion poll (Sept 2014) was loss of control over our food, 95% 
supported the principle of the ALR. 
Currently there is no distinction between farming and non-farming landowners, which can 
cause problems.  
 
The word “reserve” also has a lot of negative things associated with it. Which requires a 
change in vocabulary. Farmland > foodland.  
 
Decolonization must be done by the settlers of this country. We need a new appreciation of 
the land and the right relationships. A new framework for policy is also needed to ensure just 
and sustainable food systems. 
 
 
 
Discussion Highlights 
 
Comments about the value of land that is not being used for farming, such as forested land, 
and how we need to return to valuing this land for its biodiversity. 
 
Questions about land use, and legislation. 
 
Non-utilized land is a contentious issue, as aboriginals do not consider non-developed land to 
be unused. 
 
 
  


