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Session Title: Collaboration on increasing institutional procurement of local and sustainable food 
Session Date: November 15, 2014 
Session Time: 4:00 – 5:30 pm  
 
Key Messages from presenters: 
Daniel and Leanne talked about creating a healthy, fair and sustainable food system and the 
importance of creating dialogue between kitchen managers and farmers, along with listing barriers that 
could come between the two. It was also mentioned that defining what local and sustainable means is 
important for proper communications. It was also stated that organizational support is a necessity in 
increasing local suppliers and purchases.  Case study mentioned of Diversity Foods, University of 
Winnipeg.  
 
Next, Franco spoke on behalf of the regional Food Hub and Greenbelt Fund in Ontario. He identified 
the main methods of influencing change in local food procurement and these include identifying 
leaders, building champions, and to facilitate knowledge transfer. Influence can derive from all levels 
of the pyramid, which includes decision makers, enablers and purchasers. Challenges include the 
importance of internal support and to help farmers access larger markets and so the solution was to 
devise a strategic plan from bottom up that starts with farm standsàfarmers marketàfood 
hubàwholesale food serviceàretail, to establish security for producers in building their 
markets/businesses. 
Lastly, Karen spoke about Aramark’s experience with the local food Hub pilot project and their new 
The Healthy Kitchen model. She spoke about the importance of making connections, knowing where 
food is coming from, to put healthier, organic, local and food made up of natural ingredients on menus. 
 
Discussion Highlights: 
Lori Stahlbrand, a PhD student, asked several questions and made comments on the above 
presentations and these included: Are aging farmers paid the price they need and is it fair? Can they 
make a living through it and does it give them enough protection? What about the problems of the 
polluted environment, are there standards that address this in terms of sustainable and local food and 
what are these standards? What can you define sustainable and local as? How does one measure 
progress and accountability? What exactly is a food hub and who benefits from it the most? What are 
food safety requirements and are they specific to certain farmers? Food sovereignty was also defined.  
 
  


