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Session Title: Building Effective Community-Campus Relationships for the Future 
Session Date: November 15, 2014 
Session Time: 16:00 – 17:30 
	  
Key Messages from presenters: 
 
Introductions by Charles Levkoe 
 
Brent Mansfield and Will Valley: Think and Eat Green: A Community-University Research Alliance, 
Faculty of Land and Food Systems, UBC.  Integrated Action Areas: data analysis, food policy, 
professional development. Research areas: policy, grad students doing thesis, collaboration with 2 
schools, integrated food system into curriculum, and looking at what students eat during the school 
day, what’s going on in schools. Key Opportunities: convening parties, network created and the power 
of these relationships, culture of collaboration of community-campus relationships, regional network to 
decide how this will be embedded long-term. Look at legitimacy, how to negotiate relationships, so 
community schools vs. the “ivory tower” being a part of this has raised the awareness to the 
community projects—having UBC’s name on the project. Working towards a higher level of legitimacy 
for making social change, away from academia, legitimacy of community groups, schools etc. Starting 
to think about how to use academic research to move forward policy research. Involve students 
(undergrad) in working through projects, and understanding collaboration on equal terms with 
community groups and projects, bringing the 2 together is a powerful model of what can be done. The 
community has knowledge and is important, leverage that for future change. Dispel the myth of the 
“ivory tower” from within.  
 
 
Dawn Morrison: Working group on indigenous food sovereignty. Need a certain level of cultural 
understanding and political sensitivity for Indigenous food system research as Indigenous people are 
invisible in modern food system and modern food system research. Designed to dispossess 
methodology of Indigenous so some challenges in working together. Reflect on involvement in 
research, so need to establish a matrix (framework) for a research project to understand how 
Indigenous food system is being reflected in this day and age. How Indigenous beliefs line up with the 
idea of sustainable agriculture, and need to find gaps in knowledge and potential that exists within 
those gaps. Talk about decolonizing research and relationships. Research is often not funded, and so 
what funds there are doesn’t adequately cover accurate translations, interpretations etc. to ensure that 
it will benefit the community. So think where is this research going to go next and how it will be funded. 
So the created matrix should add a level of strategy for research and appropriate methodology. The 
matrix will help to articulate what exists in anthropologic areas etc so that it doesn’t have to be 
validated in the food systems area. Out of the academic field and more into a participatory way of 
knowing. What are Indigenous scholars saying, what is Indigenous methodology? This will help with a 
future strategy.  
 
 



Larry Baxter: Co-chair of student engagement working group: Act for CFS. Student engagement 
component in grant application. Focus on students and community but ended up dropping the 
community part. Some students were paid research assistants for a working group or were assigned 
to a specific aspect of the project, a deliverable etc. As a working group, created student support 
resources such as a potential learning opportunity list. Having a deliberative process helped to match 
students with an appropriate placement. Different students are appropriate for different opportunities 
so took resources to find these fits properly. Thought about what to do for the future: connect students, 
get together and learn from each other etc. (website, alumni process, student learning gathering) to be 
student focused, help each other, share info between each other. So students an important dimension 
to project but need supports in place or else overall research management would be stressed.  
 
 
Abra Brynne: worked in community for 25 years on food systems. Now developing an on-going 
research wish list that people can engage with. Food Secure Canada gets requests from academia, 
need to categorize and then quantify into time and resources what is realistic. Huge and exciting 
opportunities in working with academics as their mandate is research which community members 
likely don’t have the time or in-house expertise to do. More effective collaboration to find funding and 
have time and resources of each respected. Community groups are not subjects but actors and 
agents in change for food systems. Need to understand the constraints of each other (academic, 
financial etc.) understanding needs will help to make strong relationships.  
 
 
Sarah Martin: Summarization of what was said and the broader themes. Community-University 
partnerships, can be about power relationships, likely an unequal relationship, money comes from the 
university and has certain power. Having the best intentions can still create problems, bringing a 
normative stand about what we think can happen, need to build relationships and build trust. Some 
knowledge is not translatable so need to be careful not to expect people to put their information into 
translatable forms. Some languages that universities cannot figure out and they shouldn’t, colonization 
of knowledge. Need to think what is each party bringing to the relationship. This is an opportunity to 
take resources to under-resourced communities, NGO’s, community groups. Need to realize limits of 
trying to understand knowledge.  
 
 
Discussion Highlights 
 
Community-Campus relationships can be very useful and beneficial but it needs to be done carefully 
and with awareness to what each party brings and what the potential difficulties could be. Need to 
understand where each party is coming from, what they bring to the table, and how collaboration can 
be done in a way that is beneficial to each party.   
 


