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Food Secure Canada Assembly, Halifax Nova Scotia, November 15, 2014 
Question Period : A Dialogue with Members of Parliament 

Question to the Federal Political Parties of Canada 
From Debbie Field, Executive Director FoodShare Toronto 

On the need for a National Student Nutrition Program 
 

The Statement of the Problem 
 To protect their short and long-term health, Canada’s children need the federal 

government to join most of the few industrialized countries and develop a federal 
student nutrition program adhering to set of standards, creating a partnership with 
provinces/territories, municipalities and parents. 

1. The solutions we have identified to this problem 
  Canada needs a national cost-shared school nutrition program that would: 

• Help foster long-term healthy eating habits among children and youth 
• Reduce obesity (and other eating disorders) and associated chronic illnesses 

(cardiovascular disease, diabetes, etc.) 
• Improve educational performance and school attendance 
• Build a strong local market for Canadian produced farm products 
• Foster greater awareness of food issues and stronger communities. 

2. How much it will cost or other financial analysis  
 We estimate a total annual cost of just under $550 million to match the current cost-

shared model in which parents contribute 20%, municipalities 20%, 
provinces/territories 20%, community and private sector 20% scaling up by $100 
million until an annual cost of $2 billion a year in Year Five, 

3. Additional background should they need it (a few key resources or reports with 
links) 
• UN Special Rapporteur - Right to Food Mission to Canada Final Report -

conclusions/recommendations only - March 2013: 
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/20121224_canadafinal_
en.pdf 

• No Time to Wait: The Healthy Kids Strategy; Ontario Healthy Kids Panel 2012 
(http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/healthy_k
ids/healthy_kids.pdf 

• Toronto District School Board, Feeding our Future: 2010 
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/wwcuments/about_us/external_research_application/doc
s/EvaluationFOFProgram19Mar12.pdf 

4. The question you are asking the MPs (essentially what they will campaign on 
and do once they are in government).  
• Will you and your party support the federal government joining parents, schools, 

municipal and provincial/territorial governments, community associations and 
the private sector to ensure that all Canadian Children get the nutrition they 
need at school?  

• What do you personally find compelling about a national student nutrition 
program? 

• How do you think we can best overcome the complexity of the jurisdictional 
division between the federal government and the provinces/territories to make 
this happen? 

 


