
 

Bios for Festival of Food Ideas 
 
Eric Chaurette 
Eric Chaurette is the Chair of Food Secure Canada and a co-manager at Inter Pares, an 
international social justice organization based in Ottawa which supports people's struggles for 
peace, justice, and equality overseas and here in Canada. He is also a co-founder of the Canadian 
Biotechnology Action Network, where he was Chair from 2006 to 2011, and of the People’s Food 
Policy Project. 
 
Diana Bronson 
Diana Bronson joined Food Secure Canada as Executive Director in March 2012 and has worked 
to strengthen FSC as the national voice of the Canadian food movement. She is trained as a 
political scientist and sociologist and has a professional background in journalism and international 
human rights, as well as international climate and technology negotiations at the UN (ETC Group). 
 
Alanis Obomsawin 
Alanis Obomsawin, a member of the Abenaki Nation, is one of Canada's most distinguished 
documentary filmmakers. She began her career as a singer, writer and storyteller, but dove into 
filmmaking in 1967 with Christmas at Moose Factory, which she wrote and directed. Since then, 
she has made over 30 uncompromising documentaries on issues affecting Aboriginal people in 
Canada.  
 
Laure Waridel 
Laure Waridel is a social activist, a writer, an environmentalist, and a radio and TV commentator. 
The co-founder of Equiterre, her first essay, Une cause café (Coffee With a Cause), is credited 
with kick-starting fair trade in Quebec. Well aware that individual and collective choices drive 
societal change, she is involved in initiatives that not only publicize environmental, social and 
economic problems but also offer solutions that elicit commitment from people in all walks of 
society. 
 
Daniel Brisebois  
When he is not braiding garlic and watching salad greens grow, Daniel Brisebois manages seed 
production at the Ferme Coopérative Tourne-sol. He is also president of Canadian Organic 
Growers and on the Eastern Canadian Organic Seed Growers Network's steering committee. He 
blogs about farming and seeds at goingtoseed.wordpress.com. 
 
Marla McLeod 
Marla McLeod is the Co-Chair of the Nova Scotia Food Security Network and the Food 
Connections Project Coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre in Halifax. In this role she focuses 
on building food skills, such as cooking, preserving, and root cellaring in the community, and 
supporting policy change initiatives. 
 



 
  

Bianca Sévigny 
In her early parenthood, with two children under 5 years to care for without a support system, 
Bianca received social welfare.  Today, she has more than 13 years of experience in community 
work and is currently the agent of development and coordination at the Drummond Corporation of 
Community Development, the collective kitchens coordinator and a volunteer animator. 
 
Satya Ramen  
Satya Ramen is the Project Coordinator of the CURA: Activating Change Together for Community 
Food Security (ACT for CFS). Satya has spent the past ten years working with multi-cultural 
groups on environmental and social justice issues in Toronto and Nova Scotia on a range of 
issues, including climate change, active transportation, recycling, community development, 
organizational development, and governance. 
 
Chad Lubelsky: Santropol Roulant 
Executive Director of Santropol Roulant, a Montreal-based youth-led community centre that uses 
food as a vehicle for social, Chad Lubelsky is a proud Montrealer and believes strongly in the city 
and our collective sense of community and possibility. He is also a founding trustee of the Montreal 
Awesome Foundation. 
 
Debbie Field, Food Share 
Debbie Field has been Executive Director of FoodShare in Toronto since 1992, helping to build it 
into Canada’s largest food security organization. She believes passionately in the healing power of 
food, and the ability of food to strengthen communities and bring people together. Throughout her 
career, she has been given numerous awards recognizing her commitment to social justice and 
food security. 
 
Nick Saul, Community Food Centre of Canada 
The President and CEO of the Community Food Centre Canada (CFC-Canada), Nick Saul is a 
recipient of the prestigious Jane Jacobs Prize, as well as the Queen’s Jubilee Medal, and speaks 
regularly on issues of food justice and the innovative Community Food Centre model of food 
access, health and community building. Prior to joining CFC-Canada, he was Executive Director of 
The Stop Community Food Centre in Toronto from 1998 to 2012. 
 
Justice alimentaire Montréal (JAM) 
Mahdiah El-Jed, Laurence Piette and Hugo Martorell are members of the JAM – Justice 
Alimentaire Montréal.  JAM is a bilingual collective that is building a platform of collaboration 
between universities and community groups. They are seeking to open up participatory spaces of 
collaboration where activists and citizens, students and teaches, entrepreneurs and farmers can 
connect, converge, and create together in decentralized and non-hierachical ways.  
 
Melissa Mollen Dupuis 
Melissa Mollen Dupuis is Innu, originally from Ekuanitshit (Côte-Nord). She comes from two 
cultures: innu and québécois. Through her work as an animator at First Nations Garden and 
McCord Museum, she exposes the richness of this culture to Montréal's visitors and youth. For 
many years, she's been presenting the double-belonging, as well of the conflicts resulting from this 
metissage. She uses visual arts, video and animation as well as performance and storytelling to 
explore contemporary avenues of interpretation for her amerindian culture. 
 



 

Don Mills, Local Food Plus 
Don Mills is a longtime family farmer and respected farm leader. Raised on a dairy farm, Don and 
his family now raises pigs, beef and crops on their farm north of London. He also serves as vice-
president of the National Farmers Union. Don’s commitment to the big picture of farm and food 
system sustainability goes back to his youth, when he earned his BA in environmental studies. 
He’s kept up that interest as a member of the Sierra Club on food and farming issues. Don served 
on the Minister of Agriculture’s Strategic Advisory Committee and the Premier’s Agri-Innovation 
Awards Judging Panel. 
 
Anne-Marie Granger Godbout 
Anne-Marie is Chair and Executive Director of the Conseil des appellations réservées et termes 
valorisants (CARTV). 
 
 
 


