Canada’s Politicians and the Right to Food Report
According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the International Covenant on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights (1976) Canada has a legal obligation to “respect, protect and fulfil the right to food.”
http://www.cbc.ca/strombo/social-issues/the-un-right-to-food-mission-is-visiting-canada.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-shrugs-off-un-warning-on-hunger-andnutrition/article2434556/?from=sec431
“I think this is completely ridiculous,” Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said just before the envoy presented his report.
“Canada is one of the wealthiest and most democratic countries in the world. We believe that the UN should focus on
development ... in countries where people are starving. We think it’s simply a waste of resources to come to Canada to
give political lectures.”

http://winnipeg.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20120507/United-Nations-food-Olivier-Schutter-Canada120507/20120507/?hub=WinnipegHome
Liberal leader Bob Rae says it's cuts by the Conservative government that have prompted De Schutter's visit.
"The fact that Canada is now the first developed country to be investigated by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Food is nothing short of a failure for the Harper Conservatives," Rae said in a statement.
He said the Conservatives' failure to create a national poverty strategy, cutting funding for Aboriginal health, and
cancelling Canada's national child care program have all worsened hunger in Canada. The result has been a decline in
Canada's food security to such a level "that the United Nations is now investigating," Rae said.

http://www.canada.com/should+concerned+First+Nations+says+Crowder/6583709/story.html
Much wrong with food supply, dietary education, access to clean water, says MP
The United Nations is likely to find plenty wrong with food access for Canada's First Nations people over the next two
weeks, according to Nanaimo-Cowichan MP Jean Crowder. (By Darrell Bellaart, Daily News, May 8, 2012)

http://www.care2.com/causes/u-n-investigates-canadas-right-to-food-record.html
Reactions to the visit were swift. Liberal MP Bob Rae (Toronto Centre) placed the blame for Canada’s being in the
spotlight squarely on the federal government. In a statement issued May 7th, he said:
“The actions of this Conservative government have exacerbated food insecurity across this country. …The fact that
Canada is now the first developed country to be investigated by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food is
nothing short of a failure for the Harper Conservatives.” (By Cathryn Wellner, Care2, May 8, 2012)

http://www.montrealgazette.com/business/food+envoy+decries+shocking+conditions+Canada/6626850/story.h
tml

In a statement to Postmedia News, a spokesman for Aboriginal Affairs Minister John Duncan emphasized that, since
2006, the government has "worked with First Nations partners to ensure First Nations communities have access to
healthy and affordable food, housing, education, and water, as well as economic opportunities."
Meanwhile, federal officials have provided the envoy with "detailed briefings on the programs and initiatives in place to
ensure First Nations have access to healthy, affordable food," he said.
However, the Conservative government has declined to set up any meetings between cabinet ministers and De Schutter,
something he described as highly unusual for UN special rapporteur missions.
Bruce Porter, who monitors Canada's track record at the UN Human Rights Council as a director at the Social Rights
Advocacy Centre, says this attitude is reflected in Canada's unease with seeing the right to food as a human right and its
refusal to declare social and economic rights as on par with political and civil rights. (By Sarah Schmidt, Postmedia News,
printed in the Montreal Gazette, May 15, 2012)

http://www.ctv.ca/CTVNews/TopStories/20120516/UN-Right-to-Food-monitor-De-Schutter-120516/ ixzz1v2s5I9gI
But Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq said De Schutter is simply an "ill-informed" and "patronizing" academic who is
"studying us from afar."
De Schutter made recommendations about the diets of Canada's First Nations without ever setting foot in the North, said
Aglukkaq, a Nunavut MP.
"I found it insulting as an aboriginal person," she told CTV's Power Play Wednesday.
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney also lashed out at De Schutter, suggesting the envoy wasted both his time and the
UN's resources by spending 11 days here.
"It would be our hope that the contributions we make to the United Nations are used to help starving people in developing
countries, not to give lectures to wealthy and developed countries like Canada and I think this is a discredit to the United
Nations," Kenney said, noting that Canada sends billions of dollars in food aid to the developing world each year.
When asked why no Conservative cabinet ministers met with De Schutter during his trip, Kenney responded that the trip
was nothing more than a "political mission" and said the UN was out of line by investigating Canada.
"We think the UN (World) Food Program should focus its efforts on those countries where there is widespread hunger,
widespread material poverty and not get into political exercises in developed democracies like Canada," Kenney said,
mistakenly conflating the work of the WFP with that of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food.
Aglukkaq, however, said that food security issues in northern aboriginal communities stem from "fighting
environmentalists that try to put a stop to our way of life," referring to protests against seal and polar bear hunts, as well
as fishing.
Aglukkaq said she "tried to educate" De Schutter about the Inuit way of life and traditional food-gathering practices.
"I don't think he was listening," she said.
(CTVNews.ca Staff, May 16 2012 )

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2012/05/16/pol-un-canada-food-security.html
The Conservative government struck early, with Immigration Minister Jason Kenney suggesting De Schutter is wasting his
organization's money by visiting a developed country.

"Canada sends billion of dollars of food aid to developing countries around the world where people are starving," Kenney
said.
"It would be our hope that the contributions we make to the United Nations are used to help starving people in developing
countries, not to give lectures to wealthy and developed countries like Canada. And I think this is a discredit to the United
Nations." (By Laura Payton, CBC News, May 16, 2012)

http://www.globalnews.ca/un+envoy+to+grade+food+security+in+canada/6442642268/story.html
Only Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq agreed to meet with De Schutter, but had harsh words after the rendez-vous on
Wednesday.
The Inuit resident of Nunavut accused De Schutter of being another “ill-informed” and “patronizing” academic studying her
people from afar.
Aglukkaq said the biggest barrier to food security in the north isn’t high prices, but activists who are trying to end
traditional practices like the seal or polar bear hunts.
“We continue to live off the land, eat the seal meat, eat the polar bear meat and the collective implications of
environmentalists, activists, whether it be the fish, plus the seal, plus the bear leaves very little for us as Inuit and
Aboriginal people of Canada’s Arctic with very little to eat,” she said.
Liberal Leader Bob Rae called the Conservative response “pathetic.”
“To deliver an insulting set of tirades against someone who has come to look at what is going on in the country doesn’t
deal with the real problem,” he said.
Both Rae and the NDP said their parties support a national food strategy, a measure that advocates from Food Secure
Canada and Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) say is sorely needed.
(By Rebecca Lindell, Global News, May 16, 2012 )

http://www.care2.com/causes/u-n-to-canada-ignoring-hunger-wont-make-it-go-away.html?page=4
The one cabinet member who agreed to meet with De Schutter was Health Minister Aglukkaq. She comes from Gjoa
Haven in Nunavut, so might have been expected to understand his concern for the desperate situation of so many of
Canada’s northern peoples. After meeting with the envoy, she was quoted by CBC News:
He’s ill-informed. I found it a bit patronizing and [just] another academic studying us from afar who’s going to make
comments about the challenges that we have.
[Food insecurity is] about the fights that we have with groups like [the] European Union that want to stop the seal hunt
and/or [the] Pew Foundation who wants to put a moratorium on fishing and/or the polar bear activists.
We continue to live off the land, eat the seal meat, eat the polar bear meat and whatnot. And the collective implications of
environmentalists, activists, whether it be the fish plus the seal plus the bear, leaves very little for us as Inuit and
Aboriginal people of Canada’s Arctic with very little to eat.
It’s about fighting environmentalists that try and put a stop to our way of life, our way of life and hunting, to provide for our
families. (By Cathryn Wellner, Care2, May 18, 2012)

http://www.timescolonist.com/business/Feds+urged+apologize+human+rights+expert/6703377/story.html
The Prime Minister Office's said it had "no comment" on either the open letter and the request for clarity on whether
Canada intends to review its open invitation to UN Special Rapporteurs.

A spokesman for Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird, meanwhile, said "we take note of this letter."
Chris Day declined to answer the question about Canada's long-standing standing invitation to UN human rights envoys,
but said: "In a world, wrought with famine, where too many people go hungry and die of starvation, we think the UN has
greater priorities."
The Department of Foreign Affairs also declined to address the question or reaffirm Canada's commitment to keeping in
place the standing invitation.In a statement, departmental spokeswoman Karen Foss would only say: "Canada actively
works with UN member states to find ways for the UN Human Rights Council to operate more efficiently and effectively,
and focus scarce resources where they are most needed."( By Sarah Schmidt, Postmedia News May 30, 2012 )

http://thetyee.ca/Blogs/TheHook/Federal-Politics/2012/05/30/Tory_Reaction_UN_Envoy/
The letter also notes that professor James Anaya, the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples,
received a similar response when he criticized the federal government about the dire conditions at the Attawipiskat First
Nation reserve in northern Ontario last December.
Michelle Yao, spokeswoman for Aboriginal Affairs Minister John Duncan said Anaya "lacked credibility.
The letter calls on the prime minister to apologize to De Schutter and Anaya. (By Colleen Kimmett May 30, 2012 12:11
pm )
THE SENATE, Wednesday, May 30, 2012
Hon. Nicole Eaton: Honourable senators, a couple of weeks ago, a UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter,
finished an 11-day visit to Canada, his first to a developed country. Unbelievably, he handed our government a laundry list of
recommendations on very serious concerns about food safety. One has to wonder if perhaps he booked a flight to the wrong continent
from where he really intended to go.
Clearly the time has come for a serious global examination of the role and viability of the UN. The United Nations was created in the
post-world-war reality. Today, the organization has lost its focus, influence and authority.
Meeting No. 40
Thursday, November 19, 2009
The Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food met at 3:32 p.m. this day, in Room 371, West Block, the Chair, Larry Miller,
presiding.
André Bellavance moved, — That the Committee invite Olivier de Schutter, United Nation Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food,
to discuss his report on food security and sovereignty with Committee members in a videoconference during a Committee meeting,
depending on his availability.
After debate, the question was put on the motion and it was agreed to, by a show of hands: YEAS: 11; NAYS: 0.

OTTAWA, Thursday, May 17, 2012
The Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry
Ms. Cloutier: It is recognized around the world. Canada is among the safest countries in the world. In terms of food safety, both
federal and provincial standards are very high. Consumer confidence and consumer health and safety are food processors’ biggest
concerns.
Senator Maltais: When someone compares us to Cuba in terms of food safety, do you think that it is out of line, or is it anywhere
close to reality? I have been to Cuba, but I will keep my comments to myself. In my opinion, some people would do well to visit

Canadian producers and processors. Saying things like that destroys the reputation of the Canada you have all helped to build. As I see
it, it is just not acceptable to compare Canada with a developing country. I do not know who he thinks he is, but I do not accept it at
all.
We have visited a lot of food research centres and the people working there; it all seems far superior to what I have seen elsewhere. It
confirms my impression that the Canadian consumer can rest assured when he reaches for a product on a grocery store shelf.
Senator Robichaud: Senator Maltais, do we know who made that statement?
Senator Maltais: Yes. It was Olivier De Schutter, a UN representative in Canada, who stated that two million Canadians eat poorly
and that Canada is worse than Cuba in that regard.
Senator Robichaud: He was referring to certain communities. We should not generalize. It does not apply to the food industry.
Senator Maltais: Senator Robichaud, you have not read the article. He says that two million Canadians eat very poorly, but there are
only 200,000 Aboriginals in Canada. We can do without his comments. Read the paper!
Senator Robichaud: Go and visit some food banks, Senator Maltais, and you will see.
The Chair: Senator Maltais, Senator Robichaud, if you want to discuss this between yourselves afterwards, you can do so. But we
would like to continue asking our witnesses questions.
THE SENATE, Tuesday, May 15, 2012, The Senate met at 2 p.m.
Hon. Robert W. Peterson: Honourable senators, my question is for the Leader of the Government in the Senate.
Last week, Canada was honoured with the rather dubious distinction of being the first wealthy nation in the world to face a probe by
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food. We now rank alongside Cuba and Lebanon as countries to have been
inspected for inequality of access to food.
The rapporteur, Professor Olivier De Schutter, travelled across the country visiting major urban centres like Toronto, as well as remote
Aboriginal communities in Manitoba and Alberta. The probe investigated Canada's food supply chains and government policies and
programs affecting Canada's legal obligation to the right to food.
As a signatory to both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, Canada has a legal obligation to "respect, protect and fulfil the right to food." Despite this legal obligation, Food Secure
Canada estimates that almost 2.5 million Canadians currently live without secure access to food. This has particularly devastating
effects on Canada's youth, as research shows that food banks and food programs are drastically underperforming due to a lack of
government support.
This is a serious issue. People's very lives are at risk. Would the Leader of the Government in the Senate please explain to me why no
one from the cabinet accepted to meet with the UN official? Why did the government not take this opportunity to assess some of the
very serious problems facing communities at risk instead of just dismissing the issue out of hand?
Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government): Honourable senators, the senator has clearly been misinformed. The
government is helping specifically First Nations communities to expand their economic opportunities and realize their full potential
through skills training and employment initiatives.
With regard to the UN Special Rapporteur, we are pleased that representatives from the federal government met with Mr. Olivier De
Schutter on May 7 to talk about our significant investments in First Nations' access to healthy and affordable food. Senator Peterson is
quite mistaken when he says that we did not take it upon ourselves to meet with this gentleman; we most certainly did.
Senator Peterson: Is the leader then saying that the rapporteur was quite satisfied with the government's answer and that the 2.5
million Canadians who live without access to secure food are satisfied as well?

Senator LeBreton: Honourable senators, I cannot answer for the UN rapporteur; I can only answer for the government. As I just
reported, the government did meet with the gentleman and pointed out the significant investments the Government of Canada has
made — especially with regard to First Nations, as that is the primary area of interest of this individual — and the various programs
we have embarked upon to ensure that they have access to healthy and affordable food.

41st PARLIAMENT, 1st SESSION EDITED HANSARD • NUMBER 118
Monday, May 7, 2012
Hon. Bob Rae (Toronto Centre, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, very empty words at a time when those people have served the country so well. Their time of deepest need for those
services is when they come back to Canada.
I would like to ask the minister a final supplementary question with respect to the visit to Canada of the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Right to food. I wonder if the minister could explain the embarrassing situation. We are the first industrialized country that the UN
rapporteur has decided to visit because of complaints that he has received with respect to food services in Canada, with respect to
nutritious food and with respect to running water.
How does the minister feel about that particular situation?
Hon. James Moore (Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, without question, it is a fact that Canada has made extraordinary strides under our government in providing those core
services to aboriginal Canadians both on and off reserve in housing, health care, education, food and water.
We look forward to the visit to brief the UN and to make the point that our government has delivered and is delivering. We will
continue to deliver in the future. We are making sure that we have results. We want to make sure that it is clear not only to all
Canadians but to the entire world that Canada is leading the world when it comes to protecting core services for all of our citizens.
Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, one in ten Canadians and one in five single-parent families are affected by food insecurity.
Today the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food is visiting Canada, the first OECD country to receive him. Instead of
welcoming him with open arms and taking the matter seriously, the Conservatives are slamming the door in his face with a bang.
Approximately two million Canadians do not have access to healthy food. Why does the government continue to ignore this
problem?
Hon. John Duncan (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, since 2006, our government has invested significantly in shared priorities with first nations to access healthy and
affordable food, housing, education, water infrastructure and economic opportunity. We will continue to work with our first nation
partners to ensure that they can participate fully in Canada's economy.
As well, Canada was the first G8 country to fully disburse our United Nations L'Aquila pledge on agriculture and food security. Our
officials are meeting with the rapporteur. They will provide briefings on the programs and initiatives in place to ensure that access—
Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the Ministers of Health, Aboriginal Affairs, Agriculture, Fisheries and Foreign Affairs have all declined to meet with
the UN representative.

Canada's reputation in the world continues to suffer as the government looks the other way when it comes to food security. All
Canadians, families and children deserve access to safe and secure nutritious food.
Why is the Conservative government refusing to even talk about this serious issue?
Hon. John Duncan (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, we certainly are talking about this issue with the rapporteur. We have officials who will be meeting with the
rapporteur. They will be offering briefings on the programs and initiatives in place to ensure access to healthy, affordable food, and
they will respond to any questions he may have.
Hon. Hedy Fry (Vancouver Centre, Lib.):
Madam Speaker, I find it amusing that the question I just asked did not get answered at all and that the 13 years from 1993 until
2006 were ignored…..
… We see cuts to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency of $56 million and over 100 inspectors. The UN Special Rapporteur for the
Right to Food will be on a fact finding mission to Canada. We are the first nation to be investigated by the UN special rapporteur.
There was a time when the UN would come to Canada to look at best practices, not to investigate us. How have we changed in terms
of the way the world the views us?
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Thursday, May 10, 2012
Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, this week, we are celebrating the 100th anniversary of northern Manitoba. Despite the progress of the last 100 years,
there are still communities in northern Manitoba without all-weather roads and with third world conditions.
First nations lack basic safe drinking water and are even getting a special visit from the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Food.
Liberal governments ignored first nations and the Conservative government has turned its back on them too. When will it partner
with the provinces and first nations to put an end to the unacceptable living conditions aboriginal people face?
Hon. John Duncan (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, we are very proud of our record of collaborating with first nations, with our partners, in terms of improving economic
opportunities and infrastructure on reserves. We are very proud of our nutrition north program, which has meant a reduction in the
food basket costs for the average family in those 103 communities that it applies to. We think we are making major progress.

41st PARLIAMENT, 1st SESSION EDITED HANSARD • NUMBER 122
Friday, May 11, 2012
Ms. Anne Minh-Thu Quach (Beauharnois—Salaberry, NDP):
Madam Speaker, first of all I would like to once again thank my colleague from Ottawa—Orléans for this motion…..
…. The situation in Canada has deteriorated to the point where the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food is here in Canada, and
has been since Tuesday, on a mission to assess the situation. The rapporteur will consider access to healthy and affordable food for

vulnerable groups such as children, aboriginal people and people in remote areas. He will examine factors such as obesity,
malnutrition, and food production and distribution.
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Tuesday, May 15, 2012
Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, along with others in the NDP shadow cabinet, I recently had the opportunity to brief the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Food.
Although it is regrettable that Canada is the first developed country to be investigated for failing to protect the right to food, our
meeting was a welcome opportunity to raise the profile of what is wrong with the Canadian food system.
Despite our country's relative wealth, more than two million Canadians regularly do not have enough to eat. People on government
income support and those earning minimum wage are often forced to choose between food and rent.
At the same time, farmers and fishers are going out of business, a quarter of Canadians are considered obese, and the industrial food
production system is one of the leading contributors to greenhouse gas emissions.
Food bank use has soared by 28% in the past three years. In a typical month more than 850,000 Canadians are using a food bank.
We desperately need a national food policy, and I am hopeful that the UN rapporteur's report will be the catalyst for government
action.
In the meantime, I urge all Canadians who are able to donate to a food bank now. Donations drop off in the summer, but the right to
food must be protected every day of the year.
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Mr. Ryan Leef (Yukon, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, today the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food held a press conference that clearly showed his lack of
understanding for our society and our country.
As a proud northerner, I was very insulted that the foreign academic did not visit a single northern community in Canada during his
two-week vacation here. It is too bad he was not able to see how uninformed international attacks on the seal hunt have made it harder
for aboriginal hunters to earn a livelihood. Our government is surprised that the organization is focused on what appears to be a
political agenda rather than on addressing food shortages in the developing world.
By the United Nations' own measure, Canada ranks sixth-best of all the world's countries on their human development index.
Canadians donate significant funding to address poverty and hunger around the world. We find it unacceptable that these resources are
not being used to address food shortages in the countries they are needed the most.
Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, neither the UN nor the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food delivers any food to anyone anywhere in the world.
Sixty-five per cent of the world's hungry live in only seven countries: India, China, Democratic Republic of Congo, Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Pakistan and sub-Saharan Africa, where 239 million people are going hungry in the World Food Programme.
*

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food reported that many first nations in Canada are, in his words, in “very
desperate conditions and...in extremely dire straits”.
We know, sadly, that the Minister of Health has no strategy for aboriginal suicide, for OxyContin abuse and, today, for food
insecurity.
When will the Minister of Health actually accept the invitation of first nations in Canada to visit their communities to see first-hand
the results of her failure to implementHon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, again I met with the UN representative today.
The member is very ill-informed and patronizing. Again it is an academic studying aboriginal people in Canada's Arctic without
ever setting foot on the ground and walking in our kamiks for a day to get a good understanding of the limitations and opportunities
we have as aboriginal people in this country. Again, another academic comes to our region, studies us from afar and draws a
conclusion as though he has the answer to everything.
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Thursday, May 17, 2012
Mr. Jonathan Genest-Jourdain (Manicouagan, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday the UN special rapporteur said that all costs, including transportation costs, should be taken into account in
the selection of foods to subsidize for remote northern communities. The Conservatives are abdicating their responsibility toward
aboriginal communities with respect to food security and infrastructure. That is why the Assembly of First Nations applauded the
rapporteur's conclusions.
Instead of shooting the messenger, will they finally start working with communities to make nutritious food available at a
reasonable cost?
Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, this academic is so ill-informed that he has no idea what our government invests in several initiatives that promote
nutrition and improved access to traditional, country and healthy food
Like the Liberals, they like to talk about food security, but at the same time, like the UN rapporteur's home country, they are trying
to shut down the seal hunt. The European UN representative coming to Canada from afar to study us and lecture us is as ridiculous as
a certain MP from Toronto saying I do not understand issues affecting my hometown and the north.
Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the government launched a shameful attack on the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, including
saying that he had not visited the north.
The government is wrong. He visited Gods River in northern Manitoba and went to northern Alberta. What he found out was that
many Canadians, especially aboriginal Canadians, have inadequate diets because they live in poverty.
Will the government apologize for this shameful attack and finally face the facts that aboriginal-Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, what I said yesterday was that I was very insulted by the UN rapporteur coming to Canada to study aboriginal people,
Inuit, and not come to the Arctic, and to write a report on what is best for me as an aboriginal person from Canada's Arctic is insulting.
That member should be ashamed of herself. She should support the people and the aboriginal people in this country and not listen to
a person who comes to our country and dictates on how we live our lives on the land and how we depend upon the wildlife in our
country.
Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, as an open and active member of the United Nations, Canada has a long-standing invitation for all UN human rights
officials to visit our country. However, when the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food took up this invitation, he was
welcomed by the government with insults to his education and attacks on his mandate. Worse yet, when a government member
attacked him in a statement, theMinister of Foreign Affairs applauded.
Is this the way a government of a G8 country is supposed to treat visitors from the UN? Is this a new policy of the government?
Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I will tell the member opposite and all Canadians what the policy of this government is. It is to stand up for Canada, to
stand up for Canadian interests and to stand up for Canadian values. We will do that each and every day.
I want to tell all members of the House how proud I am and how proud this government is of the Minister of Health for the
absolutely outstanding job she has done for all Canadians as Minister of Health and, particularly, her approach to bringing the views
of Inuit people to cabinet. She has done a phenomenal jobs, and we are tremendously proud of her.
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Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP)
Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister will be facing additional challenges at the G8 meeting this weekend. Food security is at the top of
the agenda. Instead of taking action on hunger and food and security issues, Conservative cabinet ministers launched a blistering
attack this week on the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food. How can the Prime Minister expect to have any credibility on the
international stage when his cabinet ministers attack UN representatives?
Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, talking about flip-flop, those members should look at what they did in the Libya mission.
As a world traveller, I can tell members that the countries this fellow should have been visiting are India, China, D.R.C.,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Indonesia, where 60% of the world's hungry live. Canada is the second-largest contributor to the World
Food Programme to feed the hungry, at $300 million. Therefore it is an insult to Canadians and their tax dollars that this fellow came
over here to waste the dollars they have contributed by giving $5 million over—

VIDEOS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM7zf-ESvgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEQIcbTyU_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLf-Al_zzmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGRg8oqfqnk

