
World Food Day (October 16, 2010) marked the launching of the US Food Sovereignty Alliance.  The Alliance has evolved out of the US Working Group on the Food Crisis, which convened in 2008 and has since been joined by many new partners who have helped to make this exciting transition possible.  

Our goal is to help unite and strengthen the food movement in the US to build enough collective power to turn the tables on corporate agribusiness and other forces that are behind the world food crisis. We also aim to work together with movements across the globe to bring about food sovereignty, in order for people everywhere to have control over the food they grow, harvest, and eat.

Attached are some drafted pieces of the founding document for the US Food Sovereignty Alliance that you are invited to review, critique, and share your feedback on.  The formation of this Alliance is very much a work in progress, and we hope to be able to draw from the experience of Food Secure Canada, as we see our work as being very synergistic with yours and we very much appreciate and admire the work that you do.  As soon as we’re more fully up and running, we hope to be able to work in partnership with you.  To learn more and to contact us, please visit www.usfoodsovereigntyalliance.org or email info@usfoodsovereigntyalliance.org.

Onwards towards food sovereignty for all!



Drafting committee:
Maria Aguiar, Grassroots International
Lorrie Clevenger, WhyHunger
Heather Day, Community Alliance for Global Justice
Rosalinda Guillen, Community to Community Development
Eric Holt-Giménez, Food First
Andrew Kang Bartlett, Presbyterian Hunger Program
Dean Jackson, Hilltop Urban Gardens
Joann Lo, Food Chain Workers Alliance
Christina Schiavoni, WhyHunger
Annie Shattuck, Food First
Ben Yahola, Mvskoke Food Sovereignty Initiative

With special thanks to the participants in the Food Justice Canopy at the 2010 US Social Forum and to the coordinating committee of the US Working Group on the Food Crisis.


Draft Founding Document for the

US Food Sovereignty Alliance (USFSA)


Mission Statement: 

The US Food Sovereignty Alliance works to end poverty, rebuild local food economies, and assert democratic control over the food system. We believe all people have the right to healthy, culturally appropriate food, produced in an ecologically sound manner. As a US-based food justice, anti-hunger, labor, environmental, and faith-based alliance we uphold the right to food as a basic human right and work to connect our local and national struggles to the international movement for food sovereignty.



Vision Statement:

We uphold the internationally recognized principles of food sovereignty. (www.nyeleni.org/?lang=en) 

We believe that the right to food and water is a basic human right and should be recognized as such.

We honor our human commonalities found through sharing food.

We understand how systems of power and oppression at large inform our food system and that our solutions must respond to these systemic, root causes of food injustice.

We support movement away from a corporate-controlled food system. 

We respect people and other forms of life over profits.

We honor everyone’s work in the food system, including unpaid, underpaid, and devalued labor. 

We honor the rights of Mother Earth.

We support ecological farming and fishing practices that protect the Earth, the animals, and people. 

We respect and seek to promote biodiversity.

We work to restore our traditional foodways of growing, preparing, and eating food as a community. (Foodways are the cultural, social and economic practices relating to the production and consumption of food.)



Operating Principles: 

· We embrace international solidarity as central to our organizing and view our struggles in the US as part of a broader global food sovereignty movement.

· We believe in transparency and decentralized leadership and power.

· We prioritize the grassroots leadership of women, youth, people of color, workers, farmers, Indigenous peoples, immigrants, queer folks, people with dis/alter-abilities, transpeople, and gender-nonconforming people as leaders in our movement. (or substitute with --- We believe in radical inclusion and embrace the grassroots leadership of the widest diversity of people in this alliance and movement.)

· We listen to and honor all voices, languages and forms of knowledge.

· We focus not on problems, but on building solutions.

· We work to strengthen the links between urban and rural struggles for food justice.

· We seek to create a space of mutual education and knowledge exchange.

· We trace and hold accountable our funding sources and ask that they also honor our vision and these principles.

· We strive to create an inclusive and efficient decision-making process.

· We all commit to contribute the resources needed to ensure a strong alliance.


Movement-Building Goals: 

1. Build and coalesce a domestic food sovereignty movement that identifies itself as part of the broader global movement for food sovereignty and is recognized as such by international counterparts.

2. Build strategic partnerships with existing food justice and food worker initiatives in the US around the theme of ending poverty through rebuilding local food economies.  Support and advance these efforts through the activities of the Alliance.

3. Build strategic partnerships with international allies.  Facilitate the active participation of US-based groups in global food sovereignty campaigns and initiatives (e.g., representation in the International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC) and involvement in global days of action called by La Via Campesina and other international allies).

4. Lead a broad-based educational campaign on food sovereignty in the US, helping communities to understand how their local struggles are connected to broader struggles and imbalances of power.

5. Raise awareness of how US foreign aid, trade, and development policies are undermining food sovereignty of communities across the globe and build political capacity to challenge these policies and offer alternatives.

6. Identify common struggles that intersect global and domestic arenas – e.g., land grabbing, water rights, and corporate control of the food system.  Build mechanisms for communities to effectively support each other’s struggles, both within the US and across borders and continents.

7. Through grassroots organizing and alliance-building, work to build political power to bring about structural change in the US and internationally.

8. Build strategic alliances with related movements – e.g., climate justice, economic justice, etc.

9. Work collectively to raise and share resources that support the leadership and full participation of grassroots members of the Alliance.

10. Actively support the leadership of the next generation.

Call to Action: 
(The following call to action is adapted from the Call to Action to End the Food Crisis that was put out by the US Working Group on the Food Crisis in 2008 and endorsed by several thousand organizations and individuals. It is included here as a springboard for future action of the Alliance, with the understanding that it will evolve to reflect new ideas, voices, and perspectives as the Alliance develops.) 

We call on people across the United States to use our political power and actions to fight poverty by rebuilding local food economies, and specifically for food system changes that:

1) Stabilize prices for farmers and consumers locally, nationally and globally by:

· Regulating the finance sector’s investment in food and energy commodities;

· Establishing and strengthening publicly-owned domestic, regional, and international strategic food reserves;

· Suspending international trade and investments in industrial-scale biofuels (a.k.a. agrofuels);

· Reforming corporate-oriented food aid;

· Ensuring fair prices to farmers, fishers, pastoralists and other food providers;

· Establishing equitable regional and global trade arrangements that enable countries, communities, and all farmers, fishers, pastoralists and other food providers to meet food and livelihood needs.

 2) Balance power in the food system by:

· Reducing the political influence of agrifood corporations on public policy, e.g., by strengthening antitrust enforcement on those corporations and reducing their unregulated market power;

· Convening multi-stakeholder, representative food policy councils at state and local levels.

3) Make agriculture environmentally sustainable by:

· Supporting family farms’ transition to agroecological practices through incentives, purchasing and procurement;

· Halting expansion of government-supported biofuels programs, mandates, and tax incentives and other subsidies unless they only support sustainable, domestic production;

· Directing state and national farm policy, R&D, education and investment toward agroecological farming and sustainable food businesses. 

4) Guarantee the right to healthy food by building local and regional food systems and fostering social, ecological and economic justice by:

· Calling on the US to join the community of nations to support the human right to food;

· Supporting domestic food production and independent, community-based food businesses in the United States and around the world;

· Establishing living wages, so that everyone can afford healthy food;

· Implementing full workers’ rights for farm workers and other food system workers;

· Strengthening the social safety net for low-income people across the US;

· Creating a solidarity economy that puts people before corporate profit in the US and around the world. 

Through food sovereignty, the Earth can feed all living things.


