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In This Issue


Resources – UK policy, organics, animals, GMOs and more

Opportunities - certificate, conferences, leadership training

In the Media - fish, consumers, farmers
Member News – policies, innovation, geoengineering and more
Resources
Food 2030 - The UK has published its vision of a strategy to enable food security for its citizens. Critics are concerned that despite the stated goal of sustainability, the plan leans heavily on genetic engineering and other technologies while ignoring the resilience of locally-focused, small-holder food provision in the face of climate change.
Organic Standards - the newly amended Canadian standards (45 pages) are available for purchase from the Canadian General Standards Board. 
Linking Public Health, Food Systems, and Sustainable Agriculture - This 10 page article from the July 2009 Journal for Food and Nutrition contains research and action priorities and recommendations from an April 2009 conference in Virginia, USA.  

Animal Agriculture Shrinking in Ontario’s Greenbelt - This media release gives contact information for University of Guelph researchers who raise “a number of interesting questions regarding the viability of animal production in close proximity to a major urban area”.
Deconstructing Dinner listened in on the December 2009 meetings of Canada's Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food  on the subject of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). You can hear Michel Arnold, Randy Holbeck, Gord Surgeoner, Devlin Kuyek, Terry Boehm and Peter Andrée in their December episode.

Opportunities
Food Security: Assessment and Action. - This fully accredited, online certificate is offered by Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya's (UOC) Department of Food Systems, Culture and Society.  Courses run from March 17 to July 16, 2010. Deadline for registration is 10 of March 2010
Organic Conference - This Jan. 28-31 conference in Guelph is celebrating its 29th year.
2010 Growing Local, Getting Vocal - This Feb 19-20 conference in Winnipeg will showcase existing food security projects and help participants work towards greater food security in Manitoba. 

Bring Food Home - This March 4-6 event in Kitchener will bring together farmers, food enterprises, health promoters, community groups and government organizations to facilitate learning and working together to create just and sustainable food systems. 
ACORN Conference and Trade Show - This March 4-6 conference in Charlottetown is hosted by the Atlantic Canadian Organic Regional Network.
Young Conservation Professionals (YCP) provides professional development and leadership training for land and water conservation professionals in Ontario. Deadline for application is Feb. 1st. 

In the Media

Fish being wiped out to feed farm animals, study says [Jan 15-Vancouver Sun]

Consumers have the power to save local agriculture [Jan. 12 -St. Catharine’s Standard]
We have food issues [ Jan. 7 - Ottawa Citizen]

Britain Unveils the Future of Food [Jan. 5- Globe and Mail]

Another decade down: Farmers face new challenges and old ones [Dec. 26 - Winnipeg Free Press]
Not on the Backs of Farmers: Who Pays for Food Security in Nova Scotia [ Dec. 13 - The Dominion]
Member News
The Peoples Food Policy Project received 270 policy proposals from about150 people by their December deadline.  Contributors will receive drafts in February; others get a peek in April. Final proposals are slated for release at FSC’s assembly in Montreal in November. 

Congratulations to Local Food Plus, honoured by the Tides Foundation in December as one of Canada’s top ten innovative charities. Learn about  all ten organizations, or see the reasons LFP was chosen, including snappy one minute videos.
ETC Group has published two new reports: Who will Feed Us: Questions for the Food and Climate Crisis, and Retooling the Planet, a new ETC group report on geoengineering. 
USC Canada  has gathered resources on Food, Farming and Climate Change, and is promoting the UN’s International Year of Biodiversity in 2010
Dieticians of Canada released The Cost of Eating in BC 2009 in December.  Access the report here. 
Do you have a resource or news to share?  Please remember to send your news to fscadmin@foodsecurecanada.org  
